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HAT Honour, Goc. 


Taken out of bis Obſervations upon H. M's. Remarks 


upon his Book of Immediate Revelation. 4th Obſer- 
vation. [Which is Suitable to the foregoing Treatiſe.) 


IRS T, As to Tythes (ſeeing, I think he will not plead a Divine Law 
for them) the Law of the Nation cannot juſtly impoſe them upon us; 


Firſt, becauſe they were a part of the Ceremonial Obedience, like unto 


that of Sacrificing of Beaſts; and therefore, can no more be impoſed on vs 


by any Humane Law, than Sacrificing of Beaſts can; which he will readily 


acknowledge cannot be impoſed on us. Secondly, hecauſe the Maintenance 
of Preachers by Tythes, is contrary to the Goſpel Maintenance and Miniſtry - 


inſticuted by Chriſt, which was to Miniſter freely, as they had freely re- 
ceived; 'and when at any time they wanted outward things, to receive 


what the People who were worthy, did ſet before them, or freely give 79 
them: And thus they were to depend on the faithful Care and Providence - 7 
of Chriſt, whoſe Miniſters they were, to provide for them, by opening 

and inclining the Hearts of the People to ſupply their neceſlities. ' And 
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indeed I find, that ſome of the Antient Counſels, did expreſly forbid an ere! 
Biſhop to receive any outward thing from thoſe who were not in Commnl give 
nion with him, as Namely Hereticks, and Excommunicated Perſons; and of m 
yet the Prieſts in England and other places, after they haye Excommunica] Peop 
ted our Friends as Heyeticks, do yet urge them to Pay them Jythes, and caſt juſtly 
them into Priſon for denying them, which is a great Scandal unto the Goſpel] of G 
and doth plainly declare, that ſuch Greedy and Covetous Men auf nol ſent, 
true Miniſters of Chriſt: And I put it to this Writer, if he thinks that|.Tax; 
Paul would have ever put a Man in the Goal for want of Tythe, who laboured] (as 
with his Hands that he might not make the Goſpel Chargeable. Surel;|yny 
this moſt Antichriſtian and Covetous practice of - thoſe called Preachers,},Poſſi 

eſpecially in England, hath been an exceeding Scandal and Stumbling- block, this 
and is at this Day unto us, and a maniteſt occaſion whereby to obſerve, whe 
that they are not of a Goſpel Spirit, who are ſo Cruel to the Poor Sheep by t 
and Lambs of Chriſt, who dare not for Conſcience ſake pay Tythes, and wit! 
That it is not Covetouſneſs in us, but Conſcience that hinders us, is ma- nev' 
nifeſt, who generally Suffer much more, yea, ſometimes many fold more, milt 
than the Tythe is: And as Chriſt did not provide Tythes for his mus ws. "oc 
ſo for the firſt 300 Years at leaſt, they were provided honeſtly enough] Cor 
without Tythes :. But ſince Tythes came to be given to the Clergy, they have] Far 
become Carnal, and Worldly, and Proud, and have minded more tae 
Feeding themſelves with the Tythes, than Feeding the People with the| nov 
true Knowledge of God. Thirdly, If Tythes were due by the Law of the] and 
Nation, yet Originally they did belong unto the Papiſ#s, and Popiſh Church, J effe 
for the Church was Popiſh in thoſe Days, when the People and Kings of} be 
England, gave unto the Clergy the Tythes, and* the Popiſh Clergy had them] Pri 
in Poſſeſſion for many Hundred Years: Now being given to them for Popiſþ| Sin 
and Super ſticious Reaſons, and upon Superſticious and Popiſy Principles, either] Pre 
they Fall, and ſo belong to none but unto the People who have the Ninths,] in 
or if they belong to any, they belong to the Popiſh Clergy to whom they 
were given; or if it be ſaid, they were given to them not as Popiſh, but] 
unto the Church, and unto the true Preachers and Miniſters of Chriſt : Tol ag 
this! ſay, If it had been ſo (as I queſtion, if the firſt givers made ſuch a] Bu 
diſtinction) yet to us it is not 'maniteſt, that the preſent Preachers of the] Bc 
Church of England, are the true Miniſters of Chriſt, more than thoſe called} be 
Presbyterians, Independants, or any other Sect: And ſuppoſing we did pay the] he 
Tythes unto the Epiſcopal party, what know we, but the Presbyterians might] ſo 
ſeek them to be paid over again unto them; and after them, the Independants|| it 
; may do the like; both which, Claim the Tythes as much as the Eyiſcopalians ] ur 
FT do: And fo, until they give better Proof, that they are more Worthy, u 
RH and more true Miniſters of Chriſt than theſe others, we could not in Con- 
ſcience Pay them to them, although otherwiſe we were Clear, which yet] te 


5 | we are not: If it be ſaid, the preſent Authority gives them to the Fus 
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el I | anſwer, that if the Tythes belong to others, they cannot in juſtice 
give them unto them, no more than they can take any other aliquot part 
of my Eſtate, and give to another Man. And Laſtly, I ſee not how any 


ica4 People or inen Magiſtrates, in former times, or yet at preſent, can 
caſt] jaſtly Alienate a Tenth part of my Yearly Increaſe, which is the Bleſſiag 
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of God upon my Labours, and give it unto others, without my own Con- 
ſent, they may as well take away a Third or Half of it; for if I pay my 
Tax, Cuſtom and Tribute, for the Maintenance of Rulers and Magiſtrates- 
(as we do generally, and hold ita Duty ſo to do) they have no Right to 
my Tenths, more than to a Third or Half; They never were in their 
Poſſeſſion, to wit, the now Tythesz as for Example, the Tenth part of 
this Years Increaſe in my Field, ſeeing it was never in Being till now, and 
when it is in Being, it is mine, as Naturally reſulting upon my Labours, 
by the Bleſſing of God, as the proper Fruit thereof; and therefore I ſay, 
without my Conſent, they cannot Alienate them from me, for what was 
never in their Poſfeſſion is not properly theirs; we commonly ſay, Non entis, 
milta ſunt Aitributa, that which was not a Hundred Years ago in Being, belong; 
ed then to no Man; and therefore no Man could diſpoſe of it without my 
Conſent: As to Lands themſelves, I confeſs the Caſe varieth, as alſo unto 
Farms, payable by Tenants unto Landlords, where yet the Conſent of the - 
Farmer, maketh him liable unto his Landlord. But as I ſaid before, fo I 
now ſay again in good Earneſt, the Tythes are contrary unto the Goſpel, 
and Goſpel Maintenance, and are a real Hurt and Hindrance to any 
effetuaTt and through Reformation, and therefore ought ia Conſcience to 
be Denied; for ſo long as Tythes remain, the World will be full of Hireling 
Prieſts, whoſe God is their Belly; and for One that hath any meaſure of 
Sincerity, there will-be Ten Hypocrites, who will not Eat that they may. 
Preach, ſo much as they will Preach that they may Eat: And thus much 
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in ſhort unto TTT HES. 
Next as to Civil Honour, we do moſt earneſtly Profeſs, that we are not 
againſt true Civil Honour, both to Magiſtrates, and all Men Reſpectively: 
But as concerning thoſe Geſtures of Uncovering the Head, and Bowing the 
Body, ſeeing they are a part of our Bodily Worſhip unto God, who is to 
be Worfhipped with our Bodies, no leſs truly than with our Souls, we 
hold it Unlawful to give them unto the Creatures, and do indeed judge it 


ght] ſome ſort and degree of Idolatry, though the Lord may, and doth forgive 
ants} It in them who do it Ignorantly, and are otherwiſe Sincere; and though 
zans under the Law, Bowing of the Body was uſed in way of Salutation, yet 
hy, under the Goſpel it was forbidden, as when Peter forbad Cornelizs, and the 
on- Angel John to Bow; and even under the Law, Mordecai refuſed to Bow 
yet to Proud Haman; and certainly we are ſenſible of it, that it is the ſame 
p Spirit of Haman that would have us now Bow generally, although as to 
opal | | tome 


ſaith, Page 6. 


= the Spirit of Pride, is no Injuſtice; but rather a Vertue, by refuſing to Pa 
8 unto it, that which it both Seeks, and by which it is Fed and Nouriſhed. 
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